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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1 .312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with Henry J. Staas on 6 May 2005. 

Amend the application as follows: 

In the Specification: 

> Page 1 5, Line 29 -> amend "5D" to — 5A — . 

In the Claims: 

1 . (currently amended) An external-character font creation system for 
creating external-character fonts from master fonts that comprise master 
codes, the external-character font creation system comprising: 

a display unit displaying an external-character code registration 
interface screen registering various of the master codes into an external- 
character code table that shows a correspondence between master codes 
and respective external-character codes of external characters to b e 
r e g i st e r e d ; 
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an edit unit registering a one of the master codes corresponding to 
an one of the external-character codes in the external-character code 
table; 

a font selection screen which is used when selecting an externa l 
charactor font filo croatod corresponding to an oxtorna l character font fi l o 
from among a p l urality of externa l charactor files croatod a font for an 
external-character font file from among a plurality of fonts based on a 
correspondence relationship between a one of the master fonts and aft 
one of the external character fonts; 

a font selecting section selecting a plurality of e xt e rna l charactor 
the fonts of for insertion into the external-character foot file by using the 
font selection screen; and 

an external-character font file creating section creating aft the 
external-character font file of tho oxtornal charactor for each of the fonts 
selected by using the font selecting section. 

2. (canceled) 

3. (currently amended) The external-character font creation system 
according to Claim 1, the external-character font creation system further 
comprising a character pattern reference file definition table which is usod 
wh e n defining a master-font file , wherein i n which a character patterns 
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defined by the master codes i s r e f e rr e d refer to among a plura li ty of the 
master-font file files that afe is classified into types of designs of character 
fonts. 

4. (currently amended) The external-character font creation system 
according to Claim 1, the external-character font creation system further 
comprising a character pattern registering section copying a character 
pattern defined by one of the master codes from a master-font file into af* 
the external-character font file bas e d on a mast e r cod e , using the 
external-character code registration interface screen. 

5. (previously presented) The external-character font creation system 
according to Claim 1, wherein character patterns are listed in the external- 
character code table. 

6. (currently amended) The external-character font creation system 
according to Claim 3, the external-character font creation system further 
comprising a character shape confirmation font file storing character 
patterns which makes i t poss i bl e to confirm character shapes of the 
master fonts as charact e r patt e rns cr e at e d i n accordanc e w i th mast e r 
cod e s, as anoth e r mast e r font f ile. 
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7. (currently amended) The external-character font creation system 
according to Claim 3, wherein a the master-font file defined within the 
character pattern reference file definition table is either a master-font file 
by design type or a symbol master-font file. 

8. (currently amended) The external-character font creation system 
according to Claim 3, wherein a the master-font file defined within the 
character pattern reference file definition table is either a master-font file 
by design type or a master-font file of a specific design. 

9. (currently amended) A program recording medium recorded with a 
program for making a computer create an external-character fonts from 
master fonts that comprise master codes , wh e r e in th e program r e cord i ng 
modium i s rocordod with a program for and making the computer perform 
a process, the process comprising: 

a display function of displaying an external-character code 
registration interface screen which i s used to reg i ster registering various of 
the master codes into an external-character code table that shows a 
correspondence between master codes and respective external-character 
codes of ae external characters to b e r e g i st e r e d ; 
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an edit function of registering a one of the master codes 
corresponding to an one of the external-character codes in the external- 
character code table; 

a first font selection screen function wh i ch is usod whon selecting 
an oxtorna l charact e r font f il e croatod correspond i ng to an externa l 
charactor font fi l o from among a plura li ty of externa l character files croatod 
a font for an external-character font file from among a plurality of fonts 
based on a correspondence relationship between a one of the master 
fonts and an one of the external character fonts; 

a second font selecting s e ct i on function selecting a plurality of 
e xt e rnal - charact e r the fonts of for insertion into the external-character font 
file by using the first font selection screen function : and 

an external-character font file creating s e ct i on function creating aft 
the external-character font file of th e oxtorna l charactor for each of the 
fonts selected by using the second font selecting section function . 

10. (canceled) 

1 1 . (currently amended) The program recording medium according to 
Claim 9, wherein the process further comprises: 

th e program r e cord i ng m e d i um i s furth e r r e corded w i th a program 
for making th e comput e r achi e v e 
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a function of croating a character pattern reference file definition 
table creation function which i s usod whon defining a master-font file 4 
wherein i n which a character patterns defined by the master codes is 
r e ferred refer to among a plura l ity of the master-font file files that are js 
classified into types of designs of character fonts. 

12. (canceled) 

13. (currently amended) A method, comprising: 

storing a master font code scheme comprising different master 
character codes associated with respective different master graphic 
character patterns; 

providing a graphical user interface w i th which a usor builds and 
storos building and storing an external font code scheme by interactively 
assigning different of the master character codes to respective different 
external character codes of the external font code scheme; and 

processing the external font code scheme to build a font file for the 
external font code scheme, the processing compris i ng using the master 
character codes in the external font code scheme to find their- 
corresponding master graphic character patterns in the master font code 
scheme and writing the external character codes and their the rospoct i vo 
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found corresponding master graphic character patterns into the font file for 
the external font code scheme. 

1 4. (previously presented) A The method according to etetm Claim 1 3, 
wherein the graphical user interface i s usod to builds different 

external font code schemes with different corresponding sets of external 
character codes and respective assigned master character codes, and 

wherein the processing i s performed to builds font files for the 
respective different external font code schemes. 

1 5. (previously presented) A The method according to claim Claim 1 4, 
wherein the different font files correspond to different font formats 
displayable by an operating system. 

1 6. (previously presented) A The method according to claim Claim 1 3, 
wherein tho method allows the same master font code scheme and its 
master graphic patterns to bo usod to build different external font code 
schemes and corresponding font files using the master graphic patterns of 
the master font code scheme. 
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Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 1,3-9, 11 and 13-16 are allowed. 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 
Claims 1 and 9: 

The closest prior art is Yamaguchi, Japanese Patent Publication No. 06259426. 

Yamaguchi discloses a character processing system that comprises a single 
external character file that is stored together with a plurality of face type files. The 
external character file stores external characters that are created by a user. Thus, the 
system requires the user to directly edit the external characters into particular face 
types. The system includes a correlation table used for mapping the external 
characters to corresponding face types. The correlation table is also used for mapping 
external characters to character codes. Thus, the correlation table allows a user to 
manually map an external character to a character code and a face type. In this way, 
the system allows a user to register fonts. 

As recited in Claims 1 and 9, the present invention comprises the following 
features: 1 ) providing a GUI to register a mapping of master codes to corresponding 
external character codes; 2) providing a GUI to select multiple fonts from a plurality of 
fonts based on a relationship between a master font and a corresponding external , 
character fonts, wherein each of the selected fonts are to be inserted into an external 
character font file; and 3) building an external character font file for each of the selected 
fonts. 
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The prior art fails to disclose or suggest: 1 ) providing a GUI that allows mapping 
of master codes to their corresponding external-character codes; 2) providing a GUI that 
allows selecting a plurality of fonts for insertion into an external-character font file; and 
3) creating the external-character font file by using: i) the mapping of the master codes 
and their corresponding external-character codes, and ii) the selected fonts. 

Accordingly, the subject matter of Claims 1 and 9 is allowable. 

Claims 3-8 and 11: 

These claims are dependent upon Claim 1 and are thus allowable. 

Claim 13: 

The closest prior art is Yamaguchi, Japanese Patent Publication No. 06259426. 
The disclosure of Yamaguchi is provided in the above discussion. 

As recited in Claim 13, the present invention comprises the following features: 
1) providing a master font code scheme that comprises master character codes and 
their corresponding master graphic character patterns; 2) providing a GUI that allows a 
user to map master character codes to their corresponding external character codes; 
and 3) building an external character font file by finding the master graphic character 
pattern for each corresponding external character code using the master character code 
to connect the master font code scheme and the mapping. 
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The prior art fails to disclose or suggest a master font code scheme and a 
mapping of master character codes to their corresponding external character codes, 
wherein the mapping and the master font code scheme are correlated to create an 
external character font file. 

Accordingly, the subject matter of Claim 13 is allowable. 

Claims 14-16: 

These claims are dependent upon Claim 13 and are thus allowable. 



Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Doug Hutton whose telephone number is (571 ) 272- 
4137. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday from 8:00 AM to 5:00 
PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Heather Herndon, can be reached at (571) 272-4136. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (703) 
872-9306. 
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Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
2100. 



WDH 

May 6, 2005 
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